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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Hillcrest CEO Matthew Neeley Recognized as Outstanding Community Leader for
Compassionate Leadership and Community Service

LA VERNE, Calif. — May 30, 2025 — Matthew Neeley, President and CEO of Hillcrest, an age-
qualified community in La Verne, was recently honored as an Outstanding Community Leader at
the NAACP Pomona Valley Branch 6th Annual Freedom Fund Event. Through his
compassionate leadership and steadfast commitment to serving others, Neeley has led efforts
that uplift individuals, bridge divides and build a stronger, more inclusive community.

“We celebrate Matthew Neeley for his dedicated service to the city of Pomona and surrounding
communities and honor him for his compassion, generosity, and commitment to serving our
community,” said Jeanette EllisRoyston, President of the NAACP Pomona Valley Branch.

This philosophy of service was evident during Hillcrest’s rapid response to the Eaton Fire, which
displaced senior residents from The Terraces at Park Marino. Upon receiving a call for
assistance, Neeley and his team mobilized within 24 hours to prepare fully furnished, move-in-
ready apartments. The displaced seniors were welcomed into the Hillcrest community with care
and dignity.

“A great community leader clears the runway for meaningful change, ensuring that good things
happen for those in need,” said Neeley. “If each of us uses the influence we have in service of
others, we will create stronger, more connected communities.”

In another act of compassionate leadership, Neeley responded to the urgent needs of an
Afghan refugee family—providing a safe home on the Hillcrest campus and rallying local faith
communities to help them transition to life in the U.S. Today, the children are thriving in school
and the parents are employed in their new community.

During a moment of national reckoning in 2020, Neeley listened as a Hillcrest resident shared
her sorrow in the wake of George Floyd’s murder, recalling decades of civil rights struggles.
Deeply moved, he wrote a poem that expressed solidarity and hope, which sparked meaningful
conversations within the Hillcrest community. He later shared a public letter with 35 peer CEOs,
encouraging empathy-driven leadership and continued progress toward equity and



understanding. This spirit of unity led to new internal initiatives that continue to foster cultural
awareness and dialogue at Hillcrest today.

“Caring for others in times of crisis is at the heart of Hillcrest’s mission,” said Neeley. “We don’t
just serve our own residents—we serve the larger community as well.”

About Hillcrest

Hillcrest is an upscale 501(c)(3) nonprofit continuing care retirement community (CCRC)
centrally located in the San Gabriel Valley, less than 30 minutes from Los Angeles, Anaheim,
Pasadena and San Bernardino and located at the gateway to the Inland Empire. Located in a
quiet residential neighborhood just off Foothill Boulevard in La Verne, California, Hillcrest offers
independent living, assisted living, memory care and skilled nursing with an emphasis on
wellness and health. For more information, visit: https://liveathillcrest.org/.
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California Attorney General Rob Bonta presented an award to Hillcrest CEO Matthew Neely
after his keynote address at the NAACP Pomona Valley Branch’s 6th Annual Freedom Fund
Event
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President Jeanette EllisRoyston, NAACP Pomona Valley Chapter, honored Hillcrest CEO
Matthew Neely as Outstanding Community Leader
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